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positive and negative, on the occurrence of which it
invariably happens; mankind have been able to ascer-
tain, either by direct observation or by reasoning pro-
cesses grounded on it, the conditions of the occurrence
of many phenomena; and the progress of science mn-mly
consists in ascertaining those conditions. When dis-
covered they can be expressed in general propositions,
which are called laws of the particular phenomenon,
and also, more generally, Laws of Nature. Thus, the
truth that all material objects tend towards one
another with a force directly as their masses and
inversely as the square of their distance, is a law of
Nature. The proposition that air and food are neces-
sary to animal life, if it be as we have good reason to
believe, true without exception, is also a law of nature,
though the phenomenon of which it is the law is
special, and not, like gravitation, universal.

Nature, then, in this its simplest acceptation, is a
collective name for all facts, actual and possible: or
(to speak more accurately) a name for the mode, partly
known to us and partly unknown, in which all things
take place. For the word suggests, not so much the
multitudinous detail of the phenomena, as the con-
ception which might be formed of their manner of
existence as a mental whole, by a mind possessing a
complete knowledge of them: to which conception
it is the aim of science to raise itself, by successive
steps of generalization from experience.